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COMPARATIVE METHOD

Resonance Is Not Equivalence
Each comparison begins by orienting the reader to a tradition, identifying a genuine resonance, preserving 
essential differences, and ending with questions rather than a claim of synthesis.

EDITORIAL BOUNDARY

This volume is an orientation for dialogue, not a claim of lineage, equivalence, or scholarly 
completeness.
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NAVIGATION

Comparative Index
Entries are listed by permanent identifier. Word headings remain editable and navigable.

C-001  Buddhist Philosophies

C-002  Daoist Philosophies

C-003  Advaita Vedanta

C-004  Stoicism

C-005  Christian Mysticism

C-006  Sufi Traditions

C-007  Jungian Psychology

C-008  Process Philosophy

C-009  Hindu Cosmological Cycles
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C-001  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Buddhist Philosophies
Impermanence, dependent arising, and release from clinging

Orientation

Buddhist traditions are diverse, but many analyze experience through impermanence, dependent arising, suffering, 
and the absence of an independently existing self. Practice is directed toward seeing conditions clearly and 
loosening the clinging that sustains suffering.

Shared Resonances

• Attachment and identification intensify suffering.

• Observation can interrupt automatic reaction.

• No passing state should be treated as permanent or fully controllable.

• Compassion grows as rigid separation softens.

Important Differences

• Divine Karma uses the language of a True Self and Source; many Buddhist analyses reject an enduring, 
independent self.

• Buddhist liberation belongs to specific ethical, contemplative, and doctrinal traditions, not a generic theory of 
positive thinking.

• Dependent arising is not the claim that an individual mind privately creates all events.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The most useful bridge is practical: notice arising, change, attachment, and release. The 
clearest boundary concerns ontology. Similar language about ego does not make anatta, the 
Witness, and the True Self interchangeable.



THE DIVINE KARMA INSTITUTE            BOOK VIII: COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY

5

C-001  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Buddhist Philosophies

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Anatta No independently existing, permanent self Do not translate simply as True Self.

Dependent arising Events arise through conditions Not private authorship of reality.

Dukkha Unsatisfactoriness and suffering Broader than emotional pain alone.

Mindfulness Disciplined recollection and attention More than passive observation.

Questions for Dialogue

• Can witnessing occur without turning the Witness into a permanent entity?

• What changes when attachment is examined as a process rather than a personal failure?

Source Orientation

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Mind in Indian Buddhist Philosophy

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mind-indian-buddhism/
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C-002  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Daoist Philosophies
The Way, naturalness, non-forcing, and responsive balance

Orientation

Classical Daoist texts explore the Dao as the way through which natural patterns unfold. They repeatedly question 
rigid distinctions, excessive control, and action that fights the grain of circumstances.

Shared Resonances

• Balance is dynamic rather than frozen.

• Wu wei resonates with action free from unnecessary force.

• Opposites can be mutually defining and mutually transforming.

• Wisdom includes sensitivity to timing, proportion, and context.

Important Differences

• Daoism contains distinct philosophical, religious, ritual, and historical traditions; it is not reducible to a 
wellness slogan.

• Wu wei does not mean passivity, indifference, or refusal of responsibility.

• Divine Karma's canonical architecture and psychological vocabulary are modern constructions, not Daoist 
doctrine.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

Dynamic Balance and the River of Life are strongest when presented as contemporary 
dialogues with Daoist themes, not as restatements of the Dao De Jing or Zhuangzi.
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C-002  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Daoist Philosophies

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Dao Way, path, or guiding course Not merely a cosmic object.

Wu wei Non-coercive or effortless action Not doing nothing.

Ziran Naturalness or self-so-ness Not impulsiveness.

Yin-yang Relational polarities Not moral good versus evil.

Questions for Dialogue

• Where is effort serving life, and where is effort serving control?

• What would responsive action look like if no identity needed to prove itself?

Source Orientation

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Daoism

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/daoism/
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C-003  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Advaita Vedanta
Nonduality, pure consciousness, and the identity of atman and brahman

Orientation

Advaita Vedanta presents a rigorous nondual interpretation of the Upanishadic tradition. In Shankara's system, the 
deepest self is pure consciousness and is non-different from brahman, while ordinary multiplicity is interpreted 
through ignorance and superimposition.

Shared Resonances

• Reality may be one while appearing as many.

• Awareness is not identical to the changing contents of experience.

• Identification with body, role, and thought obscures a deeper recognition.

• Liberation is described as recognition rather than acquisition.

Important Differences

• Advaita is a specific Indian philosophical and scriptural tradition with technical arguments and practices.

• Divine Karma's Source and True Self should not be declared identical to brahman and atman without 
qualification.

• Divine Karma often treats metaphysical claims as exploratory; classical Advaita makes more determinate 
claims.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The bridge lies in nondual inquiry and recognition. The boundary lies in lineage, scriptural 
authority, technical vocabulary, and the degree of metaphysical commitment.
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C-003  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Advaita Vedanta

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Brahman Ultimate reality
Not a synonym that can be freely detached from 
Vedanta.

Atman The deepest self Distinct from the everyday ego.

Avidya Ignorance or misapprehension Not merely lack of information.

Moksha Liberation More than psychological relief.

Questions for Dialogue

• What remains when every changing attribute is treated as known rather than knower?

• Can nondual language remain a question rather than become a badge of certainty?

Source Orientation

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Shankara

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2024/entries/shankara/
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C-004  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Stoicism
Virtue, judgment, agency, and life within nature

Orientation

Stoic philosophy locates human flourishing in excellent character and rational action. It distinguishes what 
depends on our agency from what does not, and it examines how judgments shape emotional disturbance.

Shared Resonances

• Attention should return to the response that is actually available.

• Interpretation participates in emotional experience.

• Practice matters more than philosophical self-description.

• Acceptance of external limits can coexist with moral courage.

Important Differences

• Stoic apatheia does not mean numbness; it concerns freedom from disordered passions.

• Stoicism centers virtue and rational agency more explicitly than Divine Karma's metaphysics of Source.

• Acceptance should never be used to excuse preventable injustice or silence collective responsibility.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The strongest bridge is disciplined agency: observe the judgment, distinguish control, choose 
the next honorable action, and release the demand to control the outcome.
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C-004  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Stoicism

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Virtue Excellent rational and ethical character Not reputation or moral display.

Impression An appearance presented to the mind Assent is not automatic.

Assent Endorsement of an impression A site of responsibility.

Apatheia Freedom from disordered passions Not apathy.

Questions for Dialogue

• Which part of this situation belongs to choice, and which part belongs to circumstance?

• What would integrity require even if the preferred result never arrives?

Source Orientation

Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Stoicism

https://iep.utm.edu/stoicism/
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C-005  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Christian Mysticism
Communion, surrender, love, and transformation in God

Orientation

Christian mystical traditions seek deep communion with God through prayer, contemplation, love, purification, 
and grace. Their language ranges from intimate union to apophatic unknowing, while usually preserving a 
meaningful distinction between Creator and creature.

Shared Resonances

• Stillness can reveal what conceptual striving cannot.

• Love and compassion are transformations of life, not only private feelings.

• The spiritual ego can appropriate devotion, knowledge, and status.

• Surrender loosens the demand that the separate will control every outcome.

Important Differences

• Christian mysticism is rooted in Christian revelation, worship, community, and theology.

• Mystical union usually does not mean that the person becomes numerically identical with God.

• Grace, sin, incarnation, and redemption have no exact equivalents in Divine Karma.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The bridge is contemplative transformation. The boundary is theological: communion with 
God must not be flattened into an abstract experience of undifferentiated consciousness.



THE DIVINE KARMA INSTITUTE            BOOK VIII: COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY

13

C-005  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Christian Mysticism

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Apophatic Approach through unknowing and negation Not anti-intellectualism.

Kataphatic Approach through images and affirmations Not mere literalism.

Union Deep communion with God Usually preserves Creator-creature distinction.

Grace Divine gift and action Not identical to personal frequency.

Questions for Dialogue

• When does surrender deepen responsibility rather than evade it?

• Can spiritual language remain humble before what it cannot contain?

Source Orientation

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Mysticism

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2024/entries/mysticism/
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C-006  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Sufi Traditions
Remembrance, love, self-effacement, and abiding in God

Orientation

Sufi traditions develop within Islam and orient the seeker toward God through remembrance, love, disciplined 
practice, ethical refinement, and companionship. Accounts of fana and baqa describe transformations of self-
centered awareness while remaining embedded in Islamic life.

Shared Resonances

• The ego can turn spiritual achievement into another veil.

• Remembrance interrupts habitual forgetfulness.

• Love transforms how the seeker relates to self, neighbor, and God.

• The path requires practice, community, and ethical consequence.

Important Differences

• Sufism is not a free-floating universal mysticism; it is historically and theologically Islamic.

• Fana is not a license to claim personal divinity or abandon moral responsibility.

• Divine Karma's Source and resonance language should not replace Allah, revelation, prophecy, or worship.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The bridge is the exposure of self-centered seeking and the return to remembrance. The 
boundary is the integrity of Islam as the tradition in which Sufi meanings live.
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C-006  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Sufi Traditions

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Dhikr Remembrance of God Not generic affirmation.

Fana Passing away of self-centeredness Not physical annihilation.

Baqa Abiding through or in God Not personal immortality as an ego.

Tariqa A spiritual path or order Not an individual technique menu.

Questions for Dialogue

• What is remembered when self-importance becomes quiet?

• How does love become discipline rather than spiritual sentiment?

Source Orientation

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Mysticism in Arabic and Islamic Philosophy

https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2020/entries/arabic-islamic-mysticism/



THE DIVINE KARMA INSTITUTE            BOOK VIII: COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY

16

C-007  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Jungian Psychology
Individuation, shadow, symbol, and psychological wholeness

Orientation

Analytical psychology explores the relation among ego, personal unconscious, collective unconscious, persona, 
shadow, archetypal patterns, and the Self. Individuation is a lifelong movement toward a more integrated 
personality and a more conscious relation to the whole psyche.

Shared Resonances

• The ego is a necessary function, not an enemy to erase.

• What is disowned can return through projection, compulsion, and conflict.

• Healing requires integration of excluded material, not a performance of purity.

• Symbols can mediate realities that literal explanation cannot exhaust.

Important Differences

• Jung's Self is a psychological concept of psychic totality; it should not automatically be equated with Divine 
Karma's metaphysical Source.

• Individuation is not withdrawal from society or celebration of individual exceptionalism.

• Archetypal interpretation is not empirical proof of metaphysical claims.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The bridge is integration: persona, shadow, wound, and conscious identity must enter 
relationship. The boundary is category: a psychological model and a metaphysical cosmology 
answer different questions.
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C-007  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Jungian Psychology

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Ego Center of conscious identity Not the whole psyche.

Persona Socially adapted presentation Not simply a false self.

Shadow Unknown or disowned aspects Not only evil content.

Self Archetype and totality of the psyche Not automatically the Source.

Questions for Dialogue

• Which rejected quality is being carried by another person in imagination?

• What would integration require that transcendence language allows us to avoid?

Source Orientation

C. G. Jung Institute of Chicago, About Analytical Psychology

https://jungchicago.org/about/
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C-008  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Process Philosophy
Becoming, relation, events, and a world still in formation

Orientation

Process philosophy treats change, activity, and relation as fundamental. Instead of beginning with enduring 
substances that later interact, it often begins with events and processes through which temporary forms emerge, 
inherit a past, and contribute to a future.

Shared Resonances

• Reality is dynamic rather than a collection of isolated, static things.

• Identity can be continuity through change rather than permanent substance.

• Relations help constitute what a thing is.

• Balance is an ongoing achievement within becoming.

Important Differences

• Process philosophy is a broad intellectual family, not a single spiritual teaching.

• Whitehead's technical system cannot be reduced to the slogan that everything is energy.

• Dynamic reality does not by itself prove manifestation, personal timelines, or universal consciousness.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The bridge is a relational universe in motion. The boundary is argumentative discipline: 
process concepts should sharpen Divine Karma's claims, not decorate them with 
philosophical prestige.
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C-008  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Process Philosophy

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Process Temporally extended or event-like becoming Not merely movement in space.

Event A happening as a unit of reality Not just an incident.

Relation Constitutive connection More than external contact.

Becoming Emergence through change Not progress toward a guaranteed goal.

Questions for Dialogue

• What if stability is a successful pattern rather than the opposite of change?

• How does each present action inherit a past and offer conditions to a future?

Source Orientation

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Process Philosophy

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/process-philosophy/
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C-009  COMPARATIVE ENTRY

Hindu Cosmological Cycles
Trimurti, kalpa, yuga, dissolution, and renewal

Orientation

Hindu traditions contain multiple cosmologies and theological interpretations. In widely known Puranic 
frameworks, creation, preservation, and dissolution recur across nested spans of time. The Trimurti personifies 
cosmic functions; a kalpa is a vast cycle associated with a day of Brahma; and a mahayuga contains the four yugas, 
ending in Kali Yuga.

Shared Resonances

• Creation, preservation, and dissolution are interdependent movements rather than a single irreversible event.

• Kali Yuga offers a traditional image of declining dharma and increasing fragmentation.

• Dissolution can be understood as transition within a recurring cosmos rather than absolute nothingness.

• Human conduct remains meaningful within impermanence.

Important Differences

• Trimurti, kalpa, mahayuga, and Kali Yuga are related but not interchangeable concepts.

• Divine Karma’s Source and unified field are modern metaphysical constructions, not established Hindu 
doctrine.

• Using Kali Yuga as a metaphor for contemporary fragmentation is interpretive and should not be presented as 
empirical chronology.

THE RESPONSIBLE BRIDGE

The responsible bridge is structural: creation, preservation, decline, dissolution, and renewal 
illuminate the Divine Karma cycle. The boundary is attribution. Hindu sources should be 
represented on their own terms before their symbols are adapted.
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C-009  TERMS AND DIALOGUE

Hindu Cosmological Cycles

Terms and Boundaries

TERM WORKING ORIENTATION BOUNDARY

Trimurti
Creation, preservation, and dissolution 
personified

Not another word for kalpa.

Kalpa
A vast cosmic period associated with a day of 
Brahma

Contains many smaller cycles.

Mahayuga A cycle containing four yugas Not identical to a kalpa.

Kali Yuga The fourth and final age in a yuga cycle Traditional cosmology, not scientific dating.

Questions for Dialogue

• What is gained and lost when a traditional cosmology becomes a modern psychological metaphor?

• How can cyclical time deepen responsibility without becoming fatalism?

Source Orientation

Brahma Purana, Chapters 122-123, English translation

https://www.wisdomlib.org/hinduism/book/brahma-purana-english/d/doc216279.html
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